Direct determination of chloramphenicol acetyltransferase (CAT) activity in homogenates of transfected mammalian cells by high performance liquid chromatography.
The conversion of chloramphenicol to its monoacetylated form by homogenates of pRSV CAT-transfected mammalian cells was assayed by HPLC. The method differed from conventional procedures, in that the extraction of chloramphenicol and its acetylated forms into an organic solvent was replaced by treatment of the cell homogenates with acetonitrile. This allows a rapid, direct analysis by HPLC with few experimental steps.